
Draft Minutes of the  
San Joaquin River Management Program 

Action Team Meeting 
May 13, 2002 

 
Stanislaus County Agricultural Center 

Modesto, California 
 

Introductions and Approval of Minutes 
 
The San Joaquin River Management Program Action Team met in the main conference 
Room of the Stanislaus Building at the Stanislaus County Agricultural center in Modesto, 
California.  There were no comments on the draft minutes of the March 11, 2002 
meeting.  Draft minutes from the most recent meeting and pertinent documents are 
posted on the SJRMP website at: 
 

http://wwwdpla.water.ca.gov/sjd/sjrmp/index.html 
 

Upper San Joaquin River Basin Storage Investigation 
 
Jason Phillips, USBR, gave a briefing on the Upper San Joaquin River Basin Storage 
Investigation (USJRBSI).  The project is sponsored by CALFED.  Jason covered 
CALFED’s purpose in the investigation, problems, solutions, and the planning approach.  
The area designated for restoration is the reach from Friant Dam to the Merced River 
confluence with the SJR.  The CALFED goals for the USJRBSI are to contribute to 
restoration of the San Joaquin River (SJR), improve SJR water quality for environmental 
and urban use, and limit regional problems like groundwater overdraft and flood damage.  
Some measures considered to achieve these goals are to improve water quality through 
better coordination of flows with time, re-operate existing storage facilities, enlarge 
existing storage facilities, and construct new on-stream and off-stream storage.  The 
main alternative discussed was the Friant Dam enlargement.  The maximum 
investigation analyzed several levels of enlargement alternative investigated increased 
the height of the dam by, the largest was raising the Dam 144 feet, increasing the 
storage capacity of the reservoir an additional 700,000 acre-feet.  Millerton Lake existing 
capacity was reported to be around 520,000 acre-feet.  The beneficial uses for the 
additional storage were discussed and included hydropower, agriculture, increased flood 
control, water supply, and groundwater recharge.   Jason mentioned that he is 
coordinating with DWR’s Integrated Storage Investigations and Corps/DWR Comp 
Study.  There are a series of workshops planned to form a stakeholder group and the 
first workshop will be held on May 29 in Fresno.  Most of the Stakeholders have been 
notified of the current investigation.  This study is just phase 1 of the investigation that 
will include a report of the analysis, planning approach, several alternatives, cost, 
benefit, and water supply.  Phase 2 will be a detailed feasibility study if approved by 
Congress and supported by local interests.           
 
 



 
 
Comp Study Update 
 
Kevin Elcock, DWR, and Fraser Gensler, USACE, gave an update on the 
Comprehensive Study.  The Comp group is still open to comments on the “Lower San 
Joaquin River Regional Project” working paper that was passed out at the March 22, 
2002 Advisory Council and March 11, 2002 Action Team meetings.  The group has been 
meeting with stakeholders from the agricultural community.  They visited the Madera, 
Stanislaus, Merced, and Fresno Farm Bureaus.  The Farm Bureaus want to be part of 
the process.  They have also met with Stanislaus County to discuss easements.  They 
are looking at more detailed planning for the Yolo Bypass (Sacramento River) and the 
lower SJR.  They have also been talking with Jason Phillips on some of the issues with 
his study.  A Comprehensive Report, covering the methodology on how alternatives will 
be implemented, is due to be released in September.  In addition, the Enhanced Flood 
Warning and Emergency Response will be accompanied by the Comp plan to 
demonstrate how it fits into the project and to update the plan.  Kevin and Fraser would 
like to be informed of any group that should be involved with the Comp study. 
 
SJRMP Coordinator Position Update 
 
Ernie Taylor, DWR, introduced David Young as the future coordinator for the SJRMP.  
The hiring process is in the final stages.  The job description was posted on the website 
and several interested candidates contacted Ernie for interviews.  Once the funding was 
secured, the interviews were conducted and the best candidate was selected.  DWR is 
currently negotiating with Reclamation to finalize the agreement.    

 
Other Business 
 
A California Farm Bureau Publication, “Commitment to Conservation,” was passed 
around the room by Mike McElhiney from NRCS.  An online version of the publication is 
available at http://www.cfbf.com/issues/conserv/ . 

 
 
 

Next Action Team Meeting:  July 8, 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
            

SJRMP ACTION TEAM MEETING 
of 

May 13, 2002 
        
      Address/   E-mail 

No. Name Organization Phone Address 
1 Norman  Crow Watershed Coordinator (209) 988-4570 crows5@inreach.com 
      ESRCD & WSRCD     
            
2 Kevin Elcock DWR - Comp Study (916) 557-5439 kevin.l.elcock@usace.army.mil 
    1325 J Street     
      Sacramento, CA  95814     

3 Karen  Enstrom 
DWR - The Reclamation 
Board (916) 574-0372 kenstrom@water.ca.gov 

      3310 El Camino Ave     
      Sacramento, CA 95821     
4 Ron Freitas Stanislaus Co. Planning and (209) 525-6330 fretasr@mail.co.stanislaus.ca.us 
      Community Development     
            
5 Fraser Gensler Comprehensive Study (916) 557-6881 fraser.g.gensler@usace.army.mil
     Corps of Engineers     
            
6 Eric Gillies State Lands Commission (916) 574-1897 gilliee@slc.ca.gov 
      100 Howe Ave., Suite 100     
      Sacramento, CA  95825     
7 John Hansen Del Puerto Water District (209) 892-9470 dpwd@evansi.net 
            
            

8 Steve  Haze 
Millerton Area Watershed 
Coalition (559) 855-3473 sfcsteve@psnw.com 

     P.O. Box 529     
      Prather, CA  93651     
9 Mike McElhiney USDA NRCS (209) 491-9320 michael.mcelhiney@ca.usda.gov 
      Modesto ext.  102   
            

10 Jacob McQuirk 
DWR - The Reclamation 
Board (916) 574-0360 jacovmc@water.ca.gov 

      3310 El Camino Ave     
      Sacramento, CA 95821     

11 Amanda Peisch DWR-SJD (559) 230-3307 apeisch@water.ca.gov 
      3374 E. Shields Ave     
      Fresno, CA  93726     

12 Andrea Phillips SP Cramer and Associates (209) 847-7786 fuller@inreach.com 
      (209) 586-4509   
            

13 Jason  Phillips USBR  (916) 978-5070 jphillips@mp.usbr.gov 



      Sacramento     
            

14 George Stillman Stanislaus Co. Public Works (209) 525-7547   
            
            

15 Bernice Sullivan Friant Water Users Authority (916) 461-1931 bsullivan@fwua.org 
      1521 1st     
      Sacramento, CA      

16 Ernie Taylor DWR-SJD (559) 230-3352 etaylor@water.ca.gov 
      3374 E. Shields Ave     
      Fresno, CA  93726     

17 Clinton Williams DWR (916) 651-7038 clintonw@water.ca.gov 

      
Office of Water Use 
Efficiency     

            
18 David Young DWR - SJRMP (559) 324-0708 dncyoung1@aol.com 
            
            

      
  Conference Call Participants:     

19 Ann  Chrisney RHJV (916) 329-7458 achrisney@prbo.org 
      2015 J Street     
      Sacramento, CA  95814     

20 Valerie Curley    VCURLEY@mp.usbr.gov 
      2015 J Street     
      Sacramento, CA  95814     

21 Peter Yolles The Nature Conservancy (415) 281-0432 pyolles@tnc.org 
            
            

 


